The Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) codes are level II codes that provide practitioners with the terminology and other information needed to bill for some of the supplies and products we use during patient care (figure). (Level I codes are CPT codes.) Failure to use the correct HCPCS codes may result in claims denial.
The level II HCPCS codes were initially described on the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services' Web site (www.cms.hhs.gov/MedHCPCSGeninfo) as follows:
"Level II of the HCPCS is a standardized coding system that is used primarily to identify products, supplies, and services not included in the CPT codes, such as ambulance services and durable medical equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and supplies (DMEPOS) when used outside a physician's office. Because Medicare and other insurers cover a variety of services, supplies, and equipment that are not identified by CPT codes, the level II HCPCS codes were established for submitting claims for these items. The development and use of level II of the HCPCS began in the 1980s. Level II codes are also referred to as alphanumeric codes because they consist of a single alphabetical letter followed by 4 numeric digits, while CPT codes are identified using 5 numeric digits."
As time progressed, the currently used HCPCS codes were adopted for all supply billing because of the acceptance by most payers: "The regulation that CMS published on August 17, 2000 (45 CFR 162.10002) to implement the HIPAA requirement for standardized coding systems established the HCPCS level II codes as the standardized coding system for describing and identifying health care equipment and supplies in health care transactions that are not identified by the HCPCS level I, CPT codes. The HCPCS level II coding system was selected as the standardized coding system because of its wide acceptance among both public and private insurers." * Some of the supplies you use might be reimbursable. Don't leave any potential reimbursement on the table, regardless of how small it may seem. They add up over time. To bill for such items, you will need a current HCPCS hook. HCPCS codes (and regularly published updates) are available on the CMS provider Web site (www.cms. hhs.gov) for downloading. The AMA sells the HCPCS publication to providers, and it is also available through many publication vendors.
